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Who is MSRGN?

    
MSRGN is an 8-state-regional
genetics network

This network is funded by
HRSA (Health Resources
Services Administration)

Funded currently for a 4 year
grant cycle from June 1, 2020-
May 31, 2024



Part of a National Network

MSRGN is one of 7 regional
genetics networks

NCC: National Coordinating Center
coordinates the work of the
networks (7 RGNs+NCC+NGEFSC)

NGEFSC: National Genetics
Education and Support Center
provides national resources and
training to families about genetics



MSRGN's funding 

This program is supported by the Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of an award totaling
$600,000.00 with 0 percent financed with non-governmental
sources. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not

necessarily represent the official views of, nor an
endorsement, by HRSA, HHS, or the U.S. Government. For

more information, please visit HRSA.gov.



MSRGN's Mission:
The seven Regional Genetics Networks

(RGNs), the National Genetics
Education and Family Support Center

(Family Center), and the National
Coordinating Center for the Regional

Genetics Networks (NCC)
mission is to improve access to

quality genetic services for medically
underserved populations. 



Program
Objectives

Education to
Providers/Families

Time 4 Genetics 
Genetic Ambassadors &
Navigators

Regional Infrastructure

State Teams & Advisory
Committee

Telegenetics

Training for Genetic
Professionals

Sustainability

Long Term Impact 



Stephanie Ondrias-
Director Convenings &

Education

Ankit Sanghavi -
Project Administrator

CEO THI

Fudiciary Agent: Texas Health Institute (THI)
This means the HRSA grant funding is awarded to

 THI and MSRGN is a project under the THI umbrella

Katie Bradley-
Convenings & Education

Coordinator

Sherry 
Wilkie-Conway-

COO THI 



Kathy Hassell, MD-
Hematologist
Co-Project Director

 MSRGN's
Management

Team

Liza Creel- 
Evaluator

Janet Thomas, MD-
Metabolic Geneticist
Co-Project Director

Kristi Wees-
Projects Manager

Mikayla Welch-
Project Coordinator



5
Initiatives 

Each of our 8 states has a multi-

disciplinary team that meets monthly

to discuss and address access to

genetic services in that state.

STATE TEAMS

Primary care genetics education

iInitiative. 

Developmental Delay Algorithm,

and 

Ehlers Danlos Algorithm.

Family-to-Family navigation of

the genetics services system in

each of our states.

Register Now for 2023 Genetic Summit

held virtually October 11 & 12,

2021 & 2022 session recordings

available for CME/CEU

GENETIC
NAVIGATORS

PRIMARY CARE
ALGORITHMS

TIME 4 GENETICS

GENETICS SUMMIT



Meet our 
Genetic

Navigators

states

navigators



Genetic Navigator Role
Family Focused

Discuss next steps with a family who has concerns, for example, ways they can
talk with their doctor. 

Provide resources to a family who has encountered a barrier to accessing genetic
services. 

Connect families who have received a genetic diagnosis to support organizations. 

Meet with families who want to get more involved as an advocate in the genetic
system.

How I Can Help a Family Navigate Genetics... 



Red Flags 4 Genetics

www.mountainstatesgenetics.org/redflagnews/

Available in 
English &
Spanish

https://www.mountainstatesgenetics.org/redflagnews/


Genetic Summit Library



Pediatric Genetics Education for the Primary Care Clinic

Time 4 Genetics Library
Red Flags

Developmetal Delays
EDS

Genetic Testing
Autism

Cerebral Palsy 
Newborn Screening

Seizures

Time 4 Genetics

https://www.mountainstatesgenetics.org/t4glibrary/

https://www.mountainstatesgenetics.org/t4glibrary/


our LAST Webinar
Time 4 Genetics

https://www.mountainstatesgenetics.org/time-4-
genetics-webinar-variants-of-uncertain-

i ifi j 29 2023/



Genetic Navigator Contact info
Arizona~ Noan: arizonagenetic@gmail.com

Colorado~ Jamie: coloradogenetic@gmail.com

Montana~ Jennifer: montanagenetic@gmail.com

Nevada~ nevadagenetic@gmail.com

New Mexico~ Desirée: newmexicogenetic@gmail.com

Texas~ Lourdes: texasgenetic@gmail.com

Utah~ utahgenetic@gmail.com

Wyoming~ Kala: wyominggenetic@gmail.com

Navigating to Hope

mailto:arizonagenetic@gmail.com
mailto:coloradogenetic@gmail.com
mailto:montanagenetic@gmail.com
mailto:nevadagenetic@gmail.com
mailto:newmexicogenetic@gmail.com
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Thank you!
Any additional Questions for us?

Website: www.MountainStatesGenetics.org

To contact MSRGN's Project Manager,  

Kristi Wees: kwees@mountainstatesgenetics.org


